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Jessica Jackson Named Asheville City Schools’ Teacher of the Year 
 

The teachers of Asheville City Schools go home with more on their minds than just lesson plans; 
their compassion and care for students is unending.  
  
     Asheville City Schools is pleased to announce its 2019 District Teacher of the Year, Mrs. 
Jessica Jackson.  
  
     A kindergarten teacher at Ira B. Jones Elementary School, she was announced as the ACS 
Teacher of the Year during a surprise assembly this afternoon.  
 
     The reveal’s timing was extra special, as it coincides with the district’s Teacher Appreciation 
Week.  
  
     Surrounded by her class and colleagues, Jackson was also greeted by her two daughters - both 
4th Graders at Ira B. Jones Elementary.  
 
     Superintendent Dr. Denise Patterson explained to students that “this is an amazing honor for 
Mrs. Jackson.” 
  
     “I know that you are an outstanding teacher because I’ve had the privilege and honor of 
visiting your classroom,” she said.  “You have dynamic lesson plans and an excellent group of 
learners.”  
  
     The 2017-2018 school year marks Jackson’s thirteenth year in the classroom and sixth at Ira 
B. Jones.  
  
     During her tenure with Asheville City Schools, she has been actively involved in Ira B. Jones’ 
MTSS Team, presented on the importance of guided reading during school-based professional 
development sessions, served on the  Kindergarten Entry Assessment (KEA) Interpretation Panel 
and been named the school’s KEA Building Team Leader.  



  
     Additionally, Jackson has been recognized for her exemplar early education teaching 
philosophy by UNCA, agreeing to be a cooperating host for student teachers in 2014 - 2015.  
 
     Mrs. Jackson is also a finalist to become the North Carolina Western Region’s Kindergarten 
Demonstration Teacher.  If selected, educators from across Western North Carolina would 
routinely visit her model early learning classroom.  
 
     She has been asked to speak at the North Carolina Association of Educators Conference, the 
Children of Family Resource Center’s Way of the Young Child science discussion as well as Ira 
B. Jones’ Terrific Thursdays after school program on ooey gooey science. 
 
     In January, Jackson too joined an elite group of 81 Asheville City Schools educators in 
earning her National Board Certification.  Certification by the National Board is the highest 
credential in the teaching profession.  As part of of the arduous certification process, Jackson 
created a portfolio that included student work samples, assignments, videotapes and a thorough 
analysis of her classroom teaching.  Her study specifically examined Literacy:  Reading and 
Language Arts in Early and Middle Childhood .  
 
     Mrs. Jackson views her classroom as more than just a collection of students; to her, it’s a 
community.  
 
     “We can get a lot of learning done once we understand we’re all working on something,” she 
said.  “It is my personal mission for students to leave kindergarten feeling ignited about school, 
seeing themselves as learners and feeling ready to take on more.”  
 
     Mrs. Jackson is focused on balancing academic rigor with lessons that are developmentally 
appropriate for her students.  She prides herself on connecting with her kindergarteners through 
their play, their social and emotional growth as well as by knowing about and being part of their 
families’ community. 
  
    Mrs. Jackson was the first in her family to attend a four-year college.  She is a 2004 graduate 
of Virginia’s Emory and Henry College, holding a Bachelor of Arts Degree in English Literature 
and a K-6 Teaching License from the University of North Carolina at Asheville.  Additionally, 
Jackson earned her Master’s of Educational Leadership and School Administration from Western 
Carolina University in 2012.  
  
     As Asheville City Schools’ Teacher of the Year, Jackson will now be invited to participate in 
a regional interview process.  



  
     Nine regional finalists will be selected amongst North Carolina’s 94,000 classroom teachers.  
  
     From the nine, the state’s Teacher of the Year will be chosen by a committee of professional 
educators as well as business and community leaders.  The final announcement will be made in 
April 2019.  
  
     If selected as the state Teacher of the Year, Jackson will spend the 2019-2020 school year 
traveling across North Carolina as an ambassador for the teaching profession.  
 
     We would like to congratulate all of our Teachers of the Year across Asheville City Schools:  

● Natalie Davis - Asheville High School  
● Ann O’Brien- Asheville Middle School  
● LeeAnn Wright - Asheville Primary School  
● Sophie Ferguson - Claxton Elementary School  
● Carrie DiGiovanni - Hall Fletcher Elementary School  
● Crystal Hendrix - Isaac Dickson Elementary School  
● Kathryn Hardy - Montford North Star Academy  
● Cindy Byron - SILSA  
● Jocelyn Pagel - Vance Elementary School  

 
 


